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Section 101. Introduction, Purpose, and Applicability 

(a) The Code of Conduct Policy of Washington Youth Soccer (WYS) establishes the 
ethical standards for governance and committee volunteers and staff of WYS in 
addition to all members and participants within all sanctioned programs, events, 
activities and competitions. 

(b) The Code of Conduct Policy applies to all staff, volunteers, members and 
participants who are involved or engage with any sanctioned WYS, event, activity 
or competition. 

(c) The purposes of the Code of Conduct Policy are to provide evidence of WYS 
commitment to the lawful and ethical conduct of its Representatives, members 
and participants and to protect those who report violations of the Code of 
Conduct Policy consistent with US Youth Soccer's Whistleblower Policy. 

(d) The Code of Conduct Policy is intended to supplement but not replace any 
applicable state or federal laws governing behavior. 

(e) Representatives, members and participants must respect and comply with WYS 
rules and regulations, observe high standards of conduct, and participate in 
establishing and maintaining such high standards. 

 
Section 102. Zero Tolerance 

(a) WYS maintains a zero tolerance regarding abuse. 
(b) The WYS Zero Tolerance for abuse extends to all representatives, members and 

participants in all WYS & US Youth Soccer sanctioned programs, events, activities 
and competitions. 

(c) WYS requires every representative, coach and volunteer to assist in creating a safe 
and positive environment for participants at and during any and all sanctioned WYS 
& US Youth Soccer programs, events, activities and competitions. 

 
Section 103. Prohibited Substances 

(a) WYS prohibits the use and possession of illegal drugs, alcohol, or, in the 
case of minors, tobacco for all coaches and participants at all sanctioned programs, 
events, activities and competitions. 

 
Section 104. Prohibited Activities and Sexual Misconduct 

(a) WYS prohibits nudity and any indecent exposure by any representative, member 
or participant at any sanctioned programs, events, activities and competitions. 

(b) WYS prohibits any representative, member or participant from engaging 
in sexually oriented conversations at any sanctioned programs, events, activities and 
competitions. This includes sexually oriented jokes as well as sharing information 
about one's own personal relationships, dating or sexual activities. 

(c) WYS prohibits the possession of any sexually oriented materials t o include magazines 
and videos while participating at any sanctioned program, event, activity and 
competition. 
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Section 105. Physical Contact 

1. While appropriate physical contact taking place in public where the contact is 
designed for the benefit of the athlete and does not meet an emotional or other 
need of an adult while also not having the potential of creating a physical or sexual 
intimacy is common within sport, WYS prohibits representatives, members and 
participants from engaging in any other form of physical contact with and or 
between athletes. 

2. Examples of prohibited physical contact include a coach asking a minor athlete to sit in 
their lap or cuddling during training or while on an overnight trip. 

 
Section 106. One-on-One Interactions 

(a) Observable and interruptible 
1. One-on-One interactions between minors and an adult (who is not the 

minor's legal guardian) are permitted if they occur at an observable and 
interruptible distance by another adult. 

2. Isolated, one-on-one interactions between minors and an adult (who is not 
the minor's legal guardian) is prohibited, except under emergency 
circumstances. 

(b) Meetings 
1. Meetings between adults and minors may only occur if another adult is 

present, except under emergency circumstances. Such meetings must occur 
where interactions can be easily observed and at an interruptible distance 
from another adult. 

2. If a one-on-one meeting takes place in an office, the door to the office must 
remain unlocked and open. If available, it will occur in an office that (if 
available) has windows, with the windows, blinds, and/or curtains remaining 
open during the meeting. 

(c) Individual training sessions 
1. Individual training sessions between adults and minors are permitted if the 

training session is observable and interruptible by another adult. The adult 
must obtain the written permission of the minor's legal guardian in advance of 
the individual training session. Parents, guardians, and other caretakers must 
be allowed to observe the training session. Permission for individual training 
sessions must be obtained at least every six months. 

 
Section 107. Massages and rubdowns 

(a) Licensed, certified professional 
1. Any massage or rubdown performed by an adult on a minor athlete is 

prohibited unless such adult is a licensed massage therapist. 
2. Any massage or rubdown by a licensed professional must be conducted in 

open and interruptible locations. Any massage of a minor athlete must be done 
with at least one other adult present and must never be done with only the 
minor athlete and licensed massage therapist in the room. 
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3. Even if the coach is a licensed massage therapist, the coach shall not perform a 

rubdown or massage of an athlete under any circumstances. 
 
Section 108. Locker rooms, restrooms and changing areas 

(a) Use of recording devices 
1. Use of any device's (including a cell phone's) recording capabilities, 

including voice recording, still cameras and video cameras in locker 
rooms, rest rooms, changing areas, or similar spaces is prohibited. 
Exceptions may be made for media and championship celebrations, 
provided that such expectations are approved in advance and two or more 
adults are present. 

(b) Undress 
1. Under no circumstances shall an unrelated adult be undressed (disrobed or 

partial or full nudity where private body parts are exposed) in front of minor 
athletes. 

(c) Isolated one-on-one interactions 
1. At no time are unrelated adults permitted to be alone with a minor in a 

locker room, rest room, or changing area except under emergency 
circumstances. 

(d) Monitoring 
1. WYS regularly and randomly monitors the use of locker rooms, rest rooms and 

changing areas at facilities under our jurisdiction to ensure compliance with 
these policies. 

         (di) Non-exclusive facility 
1. If WYS uses a facility not under our jurisdiction (for, e.g., training or 

competition or similar events) and the facility is used by multiple 
constituents, adults are nonetheless required to adhere to the rules set 
forth here. 

 
Section 109. Social media and electronic communications 

(a) Content 
1. All electronic communication originating from participating adults to 

amateur athletes who are minors must be professional in nature. 
(b) Open and transparent 

1. If a participating adult needs to communicate directly with an amateur 
athlete who is a minor via electronic communications, another 
participating adult or the minor's legal guardian will be copied. 

2. If a minor athlete communicates to the participating adult privately first, then 
the participating adult should respond to the minor athlete with a copy to 
another participating adult or the minor's legal guardian. 

3. A participating adult communicating electronically to the entire team will 
copy another participating adult. 

4. Amateur athletes who are minors may "friend" the organization's official page. 
 
 



Washington Youth Soccer 
 
 

 
5/5/2025                                                                                                                                     Page 5 of 16 

 
(c) Prohibited electronic communications 

1. Participating adults are not permitted to communicate privately via 
electronic communications with amateur athletes who are minors, except 
under emergency circumstances. 

2. Participating adults are not permitted to "private message," "instant 
message," "direct message", or send photos via Snapchat, Instagram or 
other transient media to a minor athlete privately. 

3. Participating adults are not permitted to maintain social media connections 
with minors; such adults are not permitted to accept new personal page 
requests on social media platforms from amateur athletes who are minors 
and existing social media connections with amateur athletes who are minors 
shall be discontinued. 

(d) Request to discontinue 
1. Legal guardians may request in writing that their child not be contacted 

through any form of electronic communication by the organization or by 
the organization's participating adults. The organization will abide by any 
such request that their child not be contacted via electronic 
communication, absent emergency circumstances. 

 
Section 110. Local travel 

(a) Transportation 
1. WYS does not arrange for local travel. 
2. Participating adults who are not also acting as a legal guardian, shall not 

ride in a vehicle alone with an unrelated athlete who is a minor, absent 
emergency circumstances, and may only drive with at least two other minor 
athletes or another adult at all times, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by 
the minor athlete's parent/legal guardian in advance of each local travel. 

 
Section 111. Team travel 

(a) Team/competition travel 
1. When only one participating adult and one minor athlete travel to a 

competition, the minor athlete must have his/her legal guardian's written 
permission in advance and for each competition to travel alone with the 
participating adult. 

(b) Hotel rooms 
1. Participating adults shall not share a hotel room or other sleeping arrangement 

with a minor athlete (unless the participating adult is the legal guardian, sibling, 
or is otherwise related to the minor athlete). 

(c) Meetings 
1. Meetings shall be conducted consistent with WYS policy for one-on-

one interactions - i.e., any such meeting shall be observable and 
interruptible. 

2. Meetings shall not be conducted in a hotel room. 
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Section 112. Bullying 

(a) WYS prohibits representatives, members and participants from engaging in any 
unwanted, aggressive behavior designed to intimidate or harm another through 
one's superior physical strength, access to embarrassing information, popularity or 
influence. 

 
Section 113. Harassment 

(a) WYS prohibits representatives, members and participants from engaging in any 
activity designed to cause fear or humiliation, reflect discriminatory bias, offend 
or degrade through physical or non-physical actions towards any other 
representatives, members or participants at any sanctioned program, event, 
activity or competition. 

 
Section 114. Hazing 

(a) WYS prohibits representatives, members and participants from engaging in any 
activity that could be defined as hazing at any sanctioned program, event, activity or 
competition. 

 
Section 115. Mandatory Reporting 

(a) WYS requires all representatives, members and participants to immediately 
report any violations or suspected violations of the WYS Code of Conduct Policy 
during any sanctioned programs, events, activities and competitions to a team 
official, sanctioned program, event, activity or competition official or WYS 
representative, or through SafeSport. 

(b) WYS takes any and all reports of inappropriate behavior or suspicions of 
abuse seriously. 

(c) WYS complies with all laws requiring a person to make a report to appropriate 
law enforcement agencies and requires all representatives, members and 
participants to either notify an official as indicated in Section 115. (a.) or report 
directly to law enforcement authorities. 

(d) Retaliation against individuals making good faith reports of misconduct is 
expressly prohibited. 

 
Section 116. Definition of Sexual and Physical Abuse/Molestation 

(a) The term “child abuse” has the meaning set forth in Section 203 of the Victims 
of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (34 U.S.C. § 20341): 

a. the term "child abuse" means physical or sexual abuse or neglect of a 
child, including human trafficking and the production of child 
pornography 

(b) or Washington State law 
a. WA State definition: Citation: Rev. Code §§ 26.44.020; 26.44.030; 

9A.16.100 'Abuse or neglect' means the injury of a child by any person 
under circumstances that cause harm to the child's health, welfare, or 
safety or the negligent treatment or maltreatment of a child by a person 
responsible for or providing care to the child. An abused child is a child 
who has been subjected to child abuse or neglect. 
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b. Citation: Rev. Code § 26.44.020:The term 'abuse or neglect' includes the 

sexual abuse or sexual exploitation of a child by any person under 
circumstances that indicate that the child's health, welfare, and safety 
are harmed. 

c. 'Sexual exploitation' includes the following: 
i. Allowing, permitting, or encouraging a child to engage in 

prostitution by any person 
ii. Allowing, permitting, encouraging, or engaging in the obscene or 

pornographic photographing, filming, or depicting of a child by any 
person 

(c) The U.S. Center for SafeSport, through its SafeSport Code, provides explicit definitions 
and identification criteria for several forms of sexual misconduct within the U.S. Olympic 
and Paralympic Movement. Below is a summary of how SafeSport identifies each of the 
specified forms of sexual misconduct: 

a. Sexual Harassment 
i. Sexual harassment is defined as unwanted conduct of a sexual nature-

verbal, non-verbal, graphic, physical, or otherwise-when either: 
1. Submission to such conduct is made a term or condition of 

employment, standing in sport, or participation (quid pro quo), or 

2. Such conduct creates a hostile environment that interferes with, 
limits, or deprives someone of participation or employment 
opportunities 

ii. Harassment also includes acts related to gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or gender expression, even if not explicitly sexual, when 
they meet the above criteria 

1. Nonconsensual Sexual Contact: Any intentional touching of a 
sexual nature, however slight, with any object or body part, by a 
person upon another, without consent. This includes kissing, 
intentional touching of breasts, buttocks, groin, or genitals (clothed 
or unclothed), or making another touch themselves or someone 
else in these areas 

2. Nonconsensual Sexual Intercourse: Any penetration, however 
slight, with any object or body part, by a person upon another, 
without consent. This includes vaginal or anal penetration by a 
penis, object, tongue, or finger, or oral-genital contact 

b. Sexual Exploitation 
i. Sexual exploitation occurs when a participant purposely or knowingly: 

1. Allows third parties to observe private sexual activity without 
consent (e.g., hidden cameras, live-streaming) 

2. Records or photographs private sexual activity or intimate parts 
without consent 
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3. It is a violation for an adult participant to intentionally expose a 
minor to imagery of a sexual nature. This includes showing or 
providing access to sexual images, videos, or materials to a minor, 
regardless of intent. 

c. Sexual Bullying 
i. Bullying behaviors that are sexual in nature or related to gender or sexual 

orientation are classified as sexual misconduct. Examples include 
repeated ridicule, humiliation, or harassment based on sexual 
characteristics, gender identity, or sexual orientation. Such conduct must 
be reported to SafeSport and, if involving a minor, to law enforcement 

 
d. Sexual Hazing 

i. Hazing is defined as any conduct that subjects another person to 
endangerment, abuse, humiliation, degradation, or intimidation as a 
condition of joining or being accepted by a group. When hazing involves 
sexualized acts-actual or simulated sexual conduct-it constitutes sexual 
misconduct under SafeSport policy. Consent is not a defense in cases of 
hazing 

ii. SafeSport’s definitions are comprehensive and are designed to address a 
wide spectrum of sexual misconduct, ensuring protection for all 
participants, especially minors and those in vulnerable positions within the 
sport community 

 
Section 117. Investigative Procedures 

(a) Reporting 
1. All suspected abuse must be reported immediately to the appropriate 

local child protective services or law enforcement. 
2. Reports should also be made to the Washington State Youth Soccer 

Association and SafeSport. 
3. Anonymous reporting mechanisms such as SafeSport shall be made 

available. 
(b) Initial Response 

1. Washinton State Youth Soccer Association will document the report, 
maintaining confidentiality. 

2. The individual accused will be removed from any contact with minors 
during the investigation (administrative leave or suspension). 

(c) Internal Investigation 
1. A trained, impartial Committee will oversee the internal process. 
2. All interviews will be documented. 
3. No internal investigation shall interfere with law enforcement 

investigations. 
(d) Confidentiality 

1. Identities of victims and those who report abuse will be kept 
confidential unless required by law to disclose. 
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Section 118. Disciplinary Procedures 
Washington State Youth Soccer Association adheres to the U.S. Soccer Misconduct 
Matrices as follows to categorize misconduct and determine appropriate discipline: 
 

1. Verbal Misconduct 
(a) Tier 1 

i. Examples 
1. Minor and brief incident of targeted yelling that is not 

providing constructive criticism or encouragement 
2. Instance of targeted blaming 
3. Instance of targeted humiliating 
4. Instance of condescension Report to member organization 

ii. Reporting  
1. Report to member organization 

iii. Jurisdiction & Response 
1. Member organization is responsible for investigating the 

report and determining adequate discipline in a timely 
fashion 

2. Member organization communicates status of investigation 
to victim 

3. When discipline affects a Safe Soccer Clearance, U.S. 
Soccer is notified of resulting decision via member 
submission in Safe Soccer status dashboard 

iv. Suggested Discipline 
1. Reprimand, review, and educate    

(b) Tier 2 
i. Examples 

1. Consistent berating 
2. Multiple instances of targeted yelling / singling out an 

individual 
3. Verbal manipulation to control individual’s actions 
4. Verbal threats of physical abuse resulting in consistent fear 
5. Abusive, derogatory language 
6. Threats of retaliation for reporting misconduct 
7. Discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national 

origin, disability, sex, and sexual orientation 
ii. Reporting 

1. Report to member organization 
iii. Jurisdiction & Response 

1. Member organization is responsible for investigating the 
report and determining adequate discipline in a timely 
fashion 

2. Member organization communicates status of investigation 
to victim 
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3. When discipline affects a Safe Soccer Clearance, U.S. 

Soccer is notified of resulting decision via member 
submission in Safe Soccer status dashboard 

iv. Suggested Discipline 
1. Probation / Temporary suspension 
2. Temporary removal of Safe Soccer Clearance 

(c) Tier 3 
i. Examples 

1. Consistent verbal harassment as detailed in Tier 2, 
spanning the duration of a season, multiple seasons, or 
years 

2. Frequent threats of severe physical or sexual abuse that 
put the player in immediate danger or harm 

3. Overt and frequent discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, national origin, disability, sex, and sexual 
orientation 

ii. Reporting 
1. Report to member organization 
2. Report to Center for SafeSport 
3. Report to U.S. Soccer’s Office of Participant Safety 
4. Report to law enforcement 

iii. Jurisdiction & Response 
1. For minors, Center for SafeSport may exercise jurisdiction, 

but it is likely to be pushed back to member organization for 
investigation 

2. For adults, member organization is responsible for 
investigating the report and determining adequate 
discipline in a timely fashion 

3. In parallel, U.S. Soccer will take the steps deemed 
necessary to ensure player safety is upheld 

4. Member organization communicates status of investigation 
to victim 

5. When discipline affects a Safe Soccer Clearance, U.S. 
Soccer is notified of resulting decision via member 
submission in Safe Soccer status dashboard 

iv. Suggested Discipline 
1. Expulsion 
2. Permanent removal of Safe Soccer Clearance 
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2. Physical Misconduct 

(a) Tier 1 
i. Examples 

1. Singular incident of unwarranted physical touch not 
explicitly sexual in nature (e.g., grabbing an arm) 

2. Single instance of physical intimidation using actions or 
gestures to elicit fear 

3. Single instance of destruction of property not directed at a 
person (e.g., throwing or kicking equipment) 

ii. Reporting 
1. Report to member organization 

iii. Jurisdiction & Response 
1. Member organization is responsible for investigating the 

report and determining adequate discipline in a timely 
fashion 

2. Member organization communicates status of investigation 
to victim 

3. When discipline affects a Safe Soccer Clearance, U.S. 
Soccer is notified of resulting decision via member 
submission in Safe Soccer status dashboard 

iv. Suggested Discipline 
1. Reprimand, review, and educate 

(b) Tier 2 
i. Examples 

1. Frequent instances of destruction of property not directed 
at a person (e.g., throwing or kicking equipment) 

2. Instance of destruction of property directed at a person 
(e.g., throwing equipment at a player) 

3. Preventing victim from calling for help 
4. Prescribed dieting or other weight-control methods 
5. Encouraging a player to return to play prematurely from 

injury 
6. Isolating a player 
7. Forcing an athlete to assume a painful stance or position 

for no athletic purpose 
ii. Reporting 

1. Report to member organization 
2. Report to Center for SafeSport 
3. Report to U.S. Soccer’s Office of Participant Safety 
4. Report to law enforcement 

iii. Jurisdiction & Response 
1. For minors, Center for SafeSport may exercise jurisdiction, 

but it is likely to be pushed back to member organization for 
investigation 
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2. For adults, member organization is responsible for 

investigating the report and determining adequate 
discipline in a timely fashion 

3. In parallel, U.S. Soccer will take the steps deemed 
necessary to ensure player safety is upheld 

4. Member organization communicates status of investigation 
to victim 

5. When discipline affects a Safe Soccer Clearance, U.S. 
Soccer is notified of resulting decision via member 
submission in Safe Soccer status dashboard 

iv. Suggested Discipline 
1. Probation / Temporary suspension 
2. Temporary removal of Safe Soccer Clearance 

(c) Tier 3 
i. Examples 

1. Battery 
2. Any physical assault of a minor 
3. Physical assault resulting in hospital visit 
4. Any display or threat of use of a weapon for physical harm 
5. Overt child neglect 
6. Consistent and intentional withholding of adequate 

hydration, nutrition, medical attention, or sleep 
7. Encouraging of forcing doping 

ii. Reporting 
1. Report to member organization 
2. Report to Center for SafeSport 
3. Report to U.S. Soccer’s Office of Participant Safety 
4. Report to law enforcement 

iii. Jurisdiction & Response 
1. For minors, Center for SafeSport may exercise jurisdiction, 

but it is likely to be pushed back to member organization for 
investigation 

2. For adults, member organization is responsible for 
investigating the report and determining adequate 
discipline in a timely fashion 

3. In parallel, U.S. Soccer will take the steps deemed 
necessary to ensure player safety is upheld 

4. Member organization communicates status of investigation 
to victim 

5. When discipline affects a Safe Soccer Clearance, U.S. 
Soccer is notified of resulting decision via member 
submission in Safe Soccer status dashboard 
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iv. Suggested Discipline 

1. Expulsion 
2. Permanent removal of Safe Soccer Clearance 

 
3. Sexual Misconduct 

(a) Tier 1 
i. Examples 

1. Singular sexual innuendo, remark, joke, question 
2. Viewing or engaging in a sexual behavior without attempts to 

shield others 
ii. Reporting 

1. Report to member organization 
2. Report to Center for SafeSport 
3. Report to U.S. Soccer’s Office of Participant Safety 

iii. Jurisdiction & Response 
1. For minors, Center for SafeSport exercises jurisdiction and 

investigates 
2. For adults, member organization is responsible for investigating 

the report and determining adequate discipline 
3. Center to communicate status of investigation to minor victims 
4. Member organization communicates status of investigation to 

adult victim 
5. When discipline affects a Safe Soccer Clearance, U.S. Soccer is 

notified of resulting decision via member submission in Safe 
Soccer status dashboard 

iv. Suggested Discipline 
1. Reprimand, review, and educate 

(b) Tier 2 
i. Examples 

1. Repeated sexual innuendos, remarks, jokes, questions 
2. Any type of communication that is sexual in nature, but not 

including indecent exposure 
3. Repeated unsolicited contact 
4. Unsolicited visits to player’s home, business, class, etc. 

ii. Reporting 
2. Report to Center for SafeSport 
3. Report to U.S. Soccer’s Office of Participant Safety 
4. Report to local law enforcement 
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iii. Jurisdiction & Response 

5. Center for SafeSport exercises jurisdiction and investigates 
6. In parallel, U.S. Soccer will take the steps deemed necessary to 

ensure player safety is upheld during and after Center 
investigation 

7. Center to communicate status of investigation to victim 
iv. Suggested Discipline 

8. Probation / Temporary suspension 
9. Temporary removal of Safe Soccer Clearance 

(c) Tier 3 
i. Examples 

10. Forcible sexual offense 
11. Rape (including statutory rape) 
12. Indecent exposure 
13. Fondling of private areas such as breasts, groin, genitals or 

buttocks 
14. Masturbating in front of the victim, or asking to watch while 

victim masturbates 
15. Non-consensual sharing of sexual activity or nudity 
16. Collecting, viewing, or distributing child pornography 
17. Any instance of offering to trade a benefit for a sexual behavior 
18. Knowingly exposing another individual to a STD 
19. Prostituting another person 

ii. Reporting 
20. Report to member organization 
21. Report to Center for SafeSport 
22. Report to U.S. Soccer’s Office of Participant Safety 
23. Report to law enforcement 

iii. Jurisdiction & Response 
24. Center for SafeSport exercises jurisdiction and investigates 
25. In parallel, U.S. Soccer will take the steps deemed necessary to 

ensure player safety is upheld during and after Center 
investigation 

26. Center to communicate status of investigation to victim 
iv. Suggested Discipline 

27. Expulsion 
28. Permanent removal of Safe Soccer Clearance 
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Section 119. Recognition of the Signs of Abuse or Molestation 
 

1. Youth Athlete Indicators 
(a) Physical Signs 

i. Changes in appearance 
ii. Chronic pain or illness 
iii. Stress-related symptoms (ulcers, repeated stomachaches, headaches, 

etc.) 
iv. Unexplained or uncommon injuries 
v. Dehydration 
vi. Pregnancy or sexually transmitted infections (especially for children 

under age 14) 
vii. Difficulty walking or sitting 

(b) Psychological Signs 
i. Loss of enthusiasm for sport or competition 
ii. Depression 
iii. Anxiety 
iv. Withdrawal 
v. Decreased self-esteem 
vi. Suicidal thoughts or attempts 
vii. New or different fears/phobias 
viii. PTSD-related symptoms 
ix. Sudden mood changes or emotional outbursts 
x. Self-harm 

(c) Behavioral Signs 
i. Skips or makes excuses to not attend school or practice 
ii. Performance declines in school or sport 
iii. Isolates self from others or avoids contact with a specific person 
iv. Complains about treatment by coach or teammates or refuses to talk 

about them 
v. Nightmares or bedwetting 
vi. Sexual knowledge or behavior that is not age-appropriate 
vii. Frequent unexplained absences from school or practice 
viii. Talks about not having enough food to eat at home 
ix. Is consistently dirty or has severe unaddressed body odor 
x. States that no one is at home to provide care 
xi. Excessive substance use 

 
2. Coach / Parent Behaviors 

(a)  Signs Coaches Might Exhibit 
i. Gives gifts or special treatment to a specific athlete and not the whole 

team 
ii. Severely punishes misbehavior or poor performance (by 

pulling hair, throwing equipment, or requiring extra laps) 
iii. Makes unrealistic demands for athletic success 
iv. Demonstrates little concern for athlete well-being 
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v. Forces athlete to play despite indication of an injury 
vi. Asks a young athlete to arrive early or stay late, when others are not 

around 
vii. Emails or texts a minor athlete directly (rather than to the 

full team) without copying a parent or another adult 
(b)  Signs Parents Might Exhibit 

i. Blames the child for problems in school or at home 
ii. Tells you that the child is bad, worthless, or burdensome 
iii. Frequently leaves child without age-appropriate supervision 
iv. Often forgets or refuses to pick child up from practice 

 
3. Procedural Requirements 

(a)  All staff, coaches, and volunteers must complete annual SafeSport 
trainings on recognizing signs of abuse. 

(b) All personnel are mandatory reporters and must be trained on their legal 
obligations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	Section 101. Introduction, Purpose, and Applicability
	Section 102. Zero Tolerance
	Section 103. Prohibited Substances
	Section 104. Prohibited Activities and Sexual Misconduct
	Section 105. Physical Contact
	Section 106. One-on-One Interactions
	Section 107. Massages and rubdowns
	Section 108. Locker rooms, restrooms and changing areas
	Section 109. Social media and electronic communications
	Section 110. Local travel
	Section 111. Team travel
	Section 112. Bullying
	Section 113. Harassment
	Section 114. Hazing
	Section 115. Mandatory Reporting
	Section 116. Definition of Sexual and Physical Abuse/Molestation
	Section 117. Investigative Procedures
	Section 118. Disciplinary Procedures
	Washington State Youth Soccer Association adheres to the U.S. Soccer Misconduct Matrices as follows to categorize misconduct and determine appropriate discipline:
	Section 119. Recognition of the Signs of Abuse or Molestation

