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Dear Association Leaders, 
 
Hope all is well with you & your soccer communities. Although we are all deep in the weeds transitioning 
from one season (Spring Leagues & State Cups) to the next (Tryouts & Fall Registration) – and completing our 
RMA requirements in the down time! – wanted to take a moment to zoom out with you as we consider the 
exciting year we have ahead, including the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup and 2026 FIFA World Cup and the 
opportunity these once-in-a-generation events will bring to inspire our youth soccer community. To start to 
grasp the possibilities, we can consider the past as the best predictor of the future (as a wise leader in our 
youth soccer community once shared with me). 
 

Looking back, the 1994 FIFA World Cup and 1999 FIFA Women’s World Cup had significant and 
lasting impacts on youth soccer in the United States, acting as catalysts for the sport's growth at the 
grassroots level. Here are the key ways they influenced youth soccer: 
 

1. Infrastructure Development: Hosting the tournaments led to investments in soccer-
specific facilities, training grounds, and youth development programs. Local clubs and 
schools benefited from this trickle-down effect, improving coaching standards & player 
development and increasing access for boys and girls across the country. 

2. Increased Participation: The excitement and visibility generated by hosting World Cups led 
to a surge in youth participation. Millions of young girls and boys were introduced to soccer, 
and the number of registered youth players rose steadily in the years following the 
tournaments. 

3. Formation of MLS: As a condition of hosting the 1994 FIFA World Cup, the U.S. agreed to 
establish a top-tier professional soccer league—Major League Soccer (MLS), which 
launched in 1996. MLS gave young players role models and a clear path to professional play 
within the country. 

4. Role Models & Cultural Shift: As a result of the 1999 FIFA Women’s World Cup, players like 
Mia Hamm, Julie Foudy, Kristine Lilly, and Brandi Chastain became household names and 
role models and for the first time, girls in the U.S. could see a viable and celebrated path in 
soccer from youth to national heroism. 

 
Overall, the 1994 FIFA World Cup and 1999 FIFA Women’s World Cup provided inflection points (see 
graph below) that helped transform soccer from a niche interest to a widely played and watched 
sport in the U.S., laying the foundation for the country’s strong youth soccer system today. 

 
Through the lens of these opportunities, we are excited to share meeting information for the upcoming WYS 
Membership Annual General Meeting (AGM), which is scheduled for Saturday, June 7, 2025. This year’s 
program includes opportunities to engage leaders from U.S. Soccer, U.S. Youth Soccer, and the Sounders & 
Reign organization as we collectively work toward creating an environment where all kids thrive on & off the 
pitch. Please find full details below and attached, including event logistics, registration link, election 
information, and more. 
 
Meeting Details: 
Event: Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
Date: Saturday, June 7, 2025 
Time: 

• Coffee at 7:30am PT 
• Meeting at 8:00am PT 
• Brunch at 10:30am PT 

 
Location: Sounders & Reign Clubhouse | 1901 Oakesdale Ave SW, Renton, WA 98057  
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AGM Registration Link: https://washingtonyouthsoccer.wufoo.com/forms/2025-annual-general-meeting-
agm/ 
 
As a reminder, a WYS Board of Directors election will be held at the upcoming AGM. We ask that each 
Member Association Representative (MAR) be present to vote if possible. There will be a virtual (meeting and 
voting) option for those that cannot join us in-person. To prepare for the election, please find Nominee 
information on the WYS website by following this link. Here you can find the full nomination packet for 2025 
Director Nominee, Leah Gray, including a resume, statement of function, and written acceptance of 
nomination. 
 
Also included in the AGM Agenda is the Annual Player Fee Meeting (APFM) Meeting Minutes for review and 
approval. Please find the APFM Recording (Meeting Minutes) from the February 1, 2025 meeting by following 
this link. 
 
Please reach out with any questions or if we can provide additional information. Thanks for all you do to give 
kids the opportunity to play, learn, and grow through soccer and look forward to catching up with many of you 
at the meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roger 
 
-- 

 
 
Above is a graph showing the increase in youth soccer participation in the U.S. from 1985 to 2004. The red 
and blue dashed lines mark the 1994 FIFA World Cup and the 1999 FIFA Women’s World Cup, respectively, 
after which you can see noticeable surges in participation—evidence of the tournaments’ lasting impact on 
youth soccer. 
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ROGER LEVESQUE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

RogerL@washingtonyouthsoccer.org 

D: (253) 944-1601 

WashingtonYouthSoccer.org        
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This email was sent to all Association Leaders in the WYS database. Please let us know if any contact 
information has changed and we will update the current database. Thanks! 
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